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Japanese sensibility

This remodel opens up two existing spaces to create a light-filled
kitchen and dining area with several Asian touches

Above: This kitchen and banquette seating area
reflect a Japanese sensibility. An asymmetrical
window design and Japanese shoji screens — one
as a wall aperture covering and one as a cabinet
face — contribute to this look.

Facing page: Curves are a feature of the new
dining area. The raised cylindrical element at
the end of the banquette is positioned to partly
obscure the sink from this area of the room.

It doesn’t take much - a subtie choice of
door glass here and a fresh surface finish
there can transform an ordinary kitchen
into a highly personalized one.

However, for this remodeling project
by kitchen designer Dana Jones, major
changes were required before the finer
touches could be addressed. The original
design had resulted in a cramped galley
kitchen and a separate windowless dining
space, with the two areas divided by an
interior wall, says Jones.

“The first thing was to remove this
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wall and relocate the dining room door
for improved pedestrian flow,” says Jones.
“New windows were introduced in the
kitchen area and these play light across
the room to the banquette seating.”

The Japanese shoji screen above the
dining table was also part of the remodel.
This covers an opening to the family room
which has replaced the repositioned door.

“An emphasis for this project was to
create a comfortable space for the owner
to use — one infused with a Japanese or
Asian sensibility,” says the designer.






“Several elements contributed to this
feel. One important example is setting
the three upper windows in asymmetrical
balance with the new range hood - a look
associated with Asian design principles.”

Jones selected a bamboo veneer for
both the cabinetry and accent walls. This
is set horizontally, emphasizing a linear
look right through the kitchen.

“Also playing an important role are
the shoji screens. I designed one as part of
the end cabinet first and the owner liked it
so much that he asked me to repeat the
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screen over the dining area alcove.”

Another request of the owner was for
curved lines in the design. This set up a
playful contrast between the linear kitchen
cabinetry and the rounded back of the
banquette seating, the cylindrical, raised
end dais, and the circular table.

To help maintain the overall balance
between spaces, a square pendant light
was set above the dining table.

A further design consideration was the
play between dark and light. The blond
bamboo cabinets are offset by the dark
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furniture-like cabinet, the dark wood of
the banquette seating — and, more subtly,
the dark band of color on the range hood.

Oak flooring in other living areas has
been continued into this space. The wood
floor strikes a middle tone between the
light and the dark surfaces.

“A flecked green glass backsplash on
the rear wall creates a colorful feature
within the open-plan room,” says Jones.

To view additional images online go to
Trendsideas.com/go/32051




Kitchen designer: Dana Jones CKD, NKBA,

The Kitchen Consultant (Long Beach, CA)

General contractor: E-Dan Construction

Cabinet company: \Wright Cabinetry

Cabinetry: Plyboo bamboo edge-grain natural finish in
main kitchen; stained alder in pantry

Hardware: Top Knobs

Storage systems: Rev-A-Shelf and custom
Countertop: Cambrian Black granite with leather
finish from CB Tile & Stone

Wall tiles and backsplash: Gigi Groovy Stix,
Limolicious non iridescent, by AEC from

Stone & Ceramic Surfaces

Doors and windows: Marvin Integrity Wood-Ultrex

Flooring: Oak, to match existing

Dining furniture: Orion table from Crate and Barrel:
custom banquette by Wright Cabinetry

Paint: San Diego Cream, most walls; Roxbury Caramel
for accent wall in dining; Super White for ceiling and
trim; all Benjamin Moore

Lighting: Kozo pendant

Kitchen sink: Stainless steel Blanco

Faucets: Blanco with Tapmaster foot pedal control
Hot water systems: Tankless water heater by Noritz
Oven, cooktop, microwave: DCS

Ventilation: Zephyr Duo

Refrigeration: KitchenAid

Dishwasher: Bosch
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Above left: The design has a linear emphasis with
bamboo veneer set horizontally on the cabinets,
banquette and the wall above the backsplash. This
gives a sense of increased space.

Top: The shoji screens are made of glass faced
with white rice paper. The texture of the paper can

be felt when opening the cabinets.

Above: The black granite countertop has a
leathered finish to add a subtle texture.
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